A VISITOR'S GUIDE TO

m DICATH

Helping Your National Park

& L
This year we are asking you to support your na-Here at DeatiValley National Park, there are se\;’;lg-w

tional heritage in a bigger wapany parks, including eral areas where you can experience your money:ggt:
DeathValley National Park, are increasing entranagork. Explore the new visitor area at Badwateur "“_
and camping fees to pay for public facilities, researdhe newly stabilized historic structures at Harmo y&
and the protection of natural and cultural heritage. P@%raxWorks or overnight in campgrounds with neys :
Superintendent JT Reynolds stated, “These areas pa@tes and grills. Some benefits to you are not as o
serve our national heritagl&merica’s heritage pro- ous, but nonetheless enhance your visit to the par

vides our national spirittou break our heritage and  p|ans for future use of these funds include a n
you break our spiritYou break our spiritand you break, 5 ying area at the sand dunes and reconstructio

the country Protecting our heritage does not cOmMge historic Cook House at ScotyCastle.
cheaply! . . . L
The National Park Service staff is also doing i

In 2004, President Bush, realizing that the percenfy 1o protect the park. Superintendent Reynolds sajs: s
age of tax doI_Iars going to the_ Natlon-al Park Servie@/hat we accomplish in Deatalley is only possible Zaii?:
was not keeping up with the increasing costs of 0gacause of a dedicated crew of workers... ghvatat 5
erations, signed the Federal Lands Recreation ggs the parks togethehis dedicatiohDeathVal- g3t
hancemenéct. This Act continues to allow parks t0|ay National Parle committed statontinues to make st k.-
keep 80¢ of every $1 they collect. These funds my i; o e : ki :

iSbne of the shining stars within the 388 units of the :=

. an

be used to accomplish projects that relate to your Vigiational Park system ey w—;ﬁ»’»’“ ~r o m‘aﬂk
) . .-l.\,l.ﬂ-:""__. 4 DI =
tor use and enjoyment.

PP Ry

S S e e
But the park staff can not protect the park wﬂhorﬂ‘ﬁﬁ*fﬁm&

your help. Join them in preserving our heritage ”leff ;
only for the sake of the nation, but also for the sakegEﬂt-':'i:;;:.,
the world. The staf of DeathValley National Park Xz EJ{

thanks your for your continuing support. s ni
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...to conserve the scenery and the natural
ATROMAL and historic objects and the wildlife
. therein and to provide for the enjoyment
e of the same in such manner and by such

means as will leave them unimpaired of
future generations.



PARK [INFORMATION

Regulations Protect Your Park

Death Valley National Park and drivers must be properly licensede- v Keep pets confined or leashed.
its resources belong to everyone, whkicles with off-road registration “greenPets are allowed only in developed ar-
all must share the responsibility of prostickers” may not be operated in theas and along paved or dirt roads.
tecting this land. Please remembad park. v Camping is limited to developed

obeythe following regulations during y po not feed or disturb wildlife, campgroundsand some backcountry
your stay: including coyotes, roadrunners &areas. For details on backcountry camp-
v Collecting or disturbing any ani- ravens. When wild animals are fed byng and to obtain a free permit, stop at
mal, plant, rock or any other natural, hishumans they tend to depend upon thike Furnace Creekisitor Center or any
torical or archeological feature is pro“unnatural food source” rather than forranger station.

hibited. age for their natural diet. v Campfires are allowedin firepits

v All vehicles must remain on es- v Hunting and use of firearmsin the provided in developed campgrounds.
tablished roads.This includes motor- park is illegal. Firearms may be transThey are prohibited elsewhere in the
cycles, bicycles, and four-wheel driveported through the park only if they argark. Gathering wood is unlawful.
vehiclesAll motorized vehicles and their unloaded and cased. v Please do not litter

2006 National Parks Pass

Will you be visiting several national The 2006 National Parks Pass fea-
parks in the next 12 months? If so, yotures a photo of DeatValley National
may want to purchase a National Park8ark’s sand dunes neandepipe
Pass. It allows admission to any nationd\ells. Chosen from11,00 entries to the
park area—including national monuNational Parks Padsxperience dur
ments, recreation areas and historidmericaPhoto Contest, the prize-win-
sites—that charges an entrance feaing photo was taken by Ron Chiminelli
The pass covers the cardholder and angf Leeds, Newvork.

one traveling in a private vehicle with  yq, can purchase thdationalPark
them At a cost of only $50 dollars thispagg at anyational park where fees
pass is a real bargain, especially corye collected or byisiting the website LS ———
sidering this yeds fee increases. at www.nationalparks.org  dob e -

ssed Syied [2uolien

Campground Information

Campground Season Elevation Fee Sites  Water Tables Firepits Toilets Dump Station

Furnace Creek all year -196° $18** 136 yes yes yes flush yes
Sunset Oct-Apr -196 $12 1000 yes no no flush yes
Texas Spring Oct-Apr sea level $14 92 yes yes yes flush yes
Stovepipe Wells Oct-Apr sea level $12 190 yes some some flush yes
Mesquite Spring all year 1800° $12 30 yes yes yes flush yes
Emigrant (tentonly)  all year 2100 free 10 yes yes no flush no
Wildrose all year 4100 free 23 yes yes yes pit no
Thorndike* Mar-Nov 7400° free 6 no yes yes pit no
Mahogany Flat* Mar-Nov 8200° free 10 no yes yes pit no

*accessible to high-clearance vehicles only 4-wheel drive may be necessary.
**Furnace Creek Campground fee changes to $12 per night from mid-April to mid-October

RV Hookups are available only at
the concession-run@epipeWells R/

Park and the privately-owned Panamint pogeryations may be madéor the  For reservations at Furnace Creek
Springs Resort. Furnace Creek Campground and groupampground and group sites call:
Texas Springs Campgound (Up- sites for October 15 thoroudipril 15. 1-800-365-2267 or visit the website
per Loop) Limits onRV site use may Beginning on the fifth of each monthat reservations.nps.gov

apply in springtime to accomodate inreservations can be made five months
.-z creased demand for tent campingh advance.

“ .space.
- ..

Camping Reservations

. g:.g:;. - v Group size of no larger v Generator hours are from 7am to v Pets must be kept on a leash no

i ) than 8 people and 2 ve- 7 pm, unless otherwise postedlhese longer than 6 feet at all timesKeep-

=2 hiclesis allowed per camp- hours are chosen to accommodate tlweg your pet leashed protects other
site.Only one R/ allowed per site. needs of the wide variety of people wheampers and wildlife as well as your pet.

“‘H‘lﬁ Larger groups wanting to camp touse Deattvalley’'s campgrounds. Gen-Pet owners are responsible for clean-
&2 gether can reserve the group sitesrators are not allowed Bxas Springs ing up after their pets.

at Furnace CreelCampground. Campground.

from top: desert trail; Rhyolite ghost town; Jayhawker inscriptions;
kit fox; Panamint Citywins; Panamint daisy



Staying Safe & Sound Survive the Drive

v Water: Drink at least one gallon v Flash Floods:Avoid canyons dur v The main cause of death in
i * (4 liters) of water per day to replaceng rain storms and be prepared to move Death Valley is single-car

loss from perspiration. Carry plenty ofto higher ground. While driving, be alert ~ accidents.
extra drinking water in your car for water running in washes and across v Follow the speed limit to help
v Heat & Dehydration: If you feel roaddips. negotiate the narrow roads, sharp

dizzy, nauseous or a headache, get owt Mine Hazards: Do not enter mine curves and unexpected dips.

of the sun immediately and drink plentytunnels or shafts. Mines may be unstable, v Avoid speeding out of control
AL F of water Dampen clothing to lower yourhave hidden shafts, pockets of bad air on steep downhill grades by
Rk body temperature. Heat and dehydrand poisonous gas. shifting to a lower gear and

3 tion can kill. v Dangerous Animals: Never place gl AESSING O 2 oliel s

- v Hiking: Do not hike in the low el- your hands or feet where you cannot ¥ Pon‘t block traffic. Pull off the
evations when temperatures are hot. Tlsee first. Rattlesnakes, scorpions or Pavementif youwant to stop to
mountains are cooler in summieat can black widow spiders may be sheltered €MV the scenery.
have snow and ice in winter there. v Wear a seatbelt and make sure

v Summer Driving: Stay on paved v In Case of Emergency:Dial 911 M5 are] Lsitos o it Sl
roads in summerf your car breaks from any telephone or cell phone. Cell ¥ Unpaved roads are subject to
down, stay with it until help comes. Bephones may not work in many parts of ~ Washouts. Check for conditions
prepared; carry plenty of extra water the park, do not depend on them. before traveling these routes.

The extremes of summer in Deattio keep out. These small rattlesnakdseat from their environment. Deserts
Valley pose the ultimate test of survivahlso spends the hot days in undergrouitéive a lot of heat, but little food, so rep-
for wildlife. Animals must have specialdens. Rather than digging their own buttiles are excellent desert dwellers.
adaptations of bodies and habits to surews, they simply move into one previ- The tiny pupfish of Salt Creek are E me rg e ncy?

vive the severe climate. ously occupied by the unlucky rodengyso ectothermic, yet they cannot escape -
Kangaroo rats can live their entire €aten for dinner the high temperatures of solar-heated Dlal 91 1
lives without drinking a drop of liquid, a  Although best known for pools. Pupfish are among the most heat

very handy ability when living in a placetheir odd looping motion o
famous for its aridityAll of the water
they need to survive can be metabolized

tolerant of all fishes. Some species even
live in warm springs. They have been
. Kknown to survive in water temperatures
AT Tt iy Of 112°F
they eat. They also conserve moisturés el g W NLF  Another obstacle these fish face is
t_helr.kldneys can concentrate urine #f L] e high salinity Pupfish can survive in wa-
five times that of humans. L o ter three times saltier than sea water
Kangaroo rats avoid the intense hg8ieg 5% sidewinders are well gycess salts are excreted through their
of the day in underground burrows tHEgE* s &P, adapted to the ex-yigneys and gills.
are both cooler and higher in humiditRgEts g’ 'emes of Deathalley During your visit, keep in mind that only
than outsideWater vapor in the humid sfepr” Like kangaroo rats, he ability to carry water and to create
air is reclaimed by special membrane¥deéwinders do not need to drink wate} rtificial shelter allows youtobe - _..
in their nasal passages, and is also afll the moisture they need comes fronﬁere in relative comfortou i
sorbed by the food stored within the derin€ Juicy anlmals they eat. ~arenotas physically adapte'é“
They may even plug the burrasvén- Endothermic (warm-blooded) animalsy sy rvive in Deativalley’s
trance with dirt to keep out heat anduch as kangaroo rats and humans Usgst as its wildlife residents

intruders. food as fuel to produce body heat inter-
Sidewinders are the type of unwel- Nally, but ectothermic (cold-blooded)
come guests the kangaroo rat is tryinﬁeptlles like sidewinders must absorb

Death in the Dunes

When Sarahand Jason woke up thatited her inside where it was cool8he DeathValley National Park ;5.1';.
late summer morning, it looked like ittold the ranger she was expecting heeceives nearly one million visi- g%
would be just another nice day on theinusband soon and that he was “oubrs a yearEven when it is hot, \
honeymoon. They were in their late 20ghere,” motioning with her hand towardgpeople are able to travel through
physically fit, and ready for a Deaththe dunes. By that time, temperaturethe valley in the comfort of air ki Figst.
Valley adventureThey had no idea of were reachingll0°F (44°C) in the shade.conditioned cars. Due to that eas;é 11-% 'l f

e R AT LR

the disaster they were headed for  The ranger became concerned. He seufttravel, visitors often underestia
Like so many who come to the deserPUt calls for assistance and within minmate the dangers of being in one .
they were drawn to the sand dunedltes other rangers headed towards the hottest places on Earth. B

They started on their hike that morningXCvepipeWells. Using binoculars 0 coy|q this death have been prds
enjoying the glory of the classic desergcan the dune field from the flank of ented? This incident tells us that evég
sceneryAfter a while, Sarah becamehearby mountain and by flying overheag and healthy people must use cautioi

tired; hiking on loose sand can becomi® the parks airplane, rangers spottedjth petter planning, better timing, and?*{;t_ P
difficult and she was getting too hot. Shdason. Several of the most fit park éMsoygh water this story could have *%:": e

. - - i __.E

gave Jason the rest of her water arfioyees were dispatched to his locatioRnged dirently. (See “8aying Safe & g
returned to thetBvepipeWells Ranger When they reached him, he was uncomsoynd” above for more detailsvye gf g e o p’lé;?
Station to wait in the shade while hécious and had labored breathing. Heyyst all learn to respect the desert to i3 r‘!i
F

continued to the far side of the dunes!@ter died in a La¥egas hospital. Heatgp;qy it safely
. and dehydration had proven to be stron-
She had already been waiting mor

er than he was.
than an hour when the park ranger mS—

roadrunner with prey K




NaTiIVvE PEOPLE

Rooted to the Land: Timbisha Shoshone & Mesquite Trees

TheTimbisha Shoshone Indians weré&hallenges for th@imbisha.Already ley inhabitants and tourists. In this fierce
devastated to learn that pioneers migxploited by the mining companyany competition for waterthe tamarisk
understood their homeland enough tBibal members viewed the Nationatree—commonly called the salt cedar—
name it “Deathvalley” To the people Park Service as simply the newest wavgas invaded the mesquite groves, caused
who lived in the area for more than #&f intrudersTensions between the parknany of the mesquites to become un-
millennium, the valleys resources of- and tribe surged as federal policiebealthyunable to produce pods or spawn
fered everything necessary for comforghifted from decade to decadéter new trees.

and contentmentTraditional brush the tribe was uprooted for the last time s geterioration profoundly con-
homes made perfect desert dwellingd) 1936, settling into the curréfimbisha  cerns the moderfiimbisha, who take
allowing breezes to filter in through thdndian Village at Furnace Creek, anyreat pride in continuing the mesquite
arrowweed walls. Men hunted jackrabearly superintendent arranged for thgaryesting traditions of their ancestors.
bits andbighornsheep, using arrowsCCC to build adobe homes for nativeyiha| members express deep distress
_%¥. tipped with stone pointwomen wove families.Aless progressive administrayhat “there are no new mesquite trees
=2 willow baskets so intricately coiled thation in the 1960s ordered these samgoying, only old trees dyingTo ad-
“.=*. they could hold waterThese were homes washed away with high-powe§ress—and ideally help reverse—the
gk =7 sometimes decorated with patterns dffe hoses as part of a policy to evichesquites’ declining health, the tribe
ﬁ:—-r interlocking shapes or a delicate geoniribal members from the park. Throughtecently launched the Mesquiteadi-
5+ etry of lizards and butterflies. out these difficult years, the tribe aryona| Use Pilot Project. The study wil
= S The Timbishas oral 9€Ntly remained in their village despitgqeys on two half-acre plots of mesquite
F the legally ambiguous situatioAs jj the Furnace Creek area, a grove his-

o t"l =
- . roa i
' & history relates that . .
ﬁ%ﬁﬁ they have lived in the Pauline Esteveslimbisha elder and torically harvested by the tribe that is
_ fb\;a ¥ h

it o

J

"
L

- g, " area since time imme- fermerTribal C_O‘L“nC” Chairperso®lo- - gaiq to produce the sweetest pods in the
! _-F; morial—and, many visitors quently wrote: “TheTimbisha people greq. Situated on land that is co-man-
oy i are surprised to learn, st Iivehave lived in our homeland forever andolged by thdimbisha and the National

mesquite branch =
in bloom :

" [

A nn 1 s in the heart of Deatkal- V& will live here foreverWe were pgrk Service, the grovewater levels
,:jﬂ L & ley today To fully under taught that we dot'end.We are part and evaporation rates are now being
3 > stand the valley in all its ©f ©ur homeland and itis part of e - ¢4 refylly monitoredThe Timbisha hope

”::%: vast dimensions, it is es-2'¢ people of the lante dont break ¢ by practicing traditional care for the
* sential to be aware of this®V&Y from what is part of us.” mesquites, the maintained section of
deep connection between the natural Esteves wrote those words as thieees will be restored to a healthy state.
landscape arifimbisha Shoshone cul-Preface to th&imbisha Homelanéct, The tribe and park service have also
ture. which Congress finally passed in 200@ollaborated to remove the invasive
establish a 7000-acre land base feamarisk trees in the area, leaving only
. L : e tribe within its ancestral homelandghe native mesquites in most sections of
point ofTimbisha culture[ribal mem- hree hundred acres of this homelanihe Furnace Creek grove. It is hoped

We were taught that we don’t
g bers would hel'p to care fqr the tree le within DeathValley National Park, that in the absence of the foreign tama-
end. We are part of our home- through the spring, monitoring the new _ S S _ _ )
. including theTimbisha IndiarVillage. risk trees, the mesquites will not have
growth of leaves. When ripe pods wer oday the tribe and park service aréo compete so fiercely for land and wa-
ready to be gathered during the lat Y P P y

spring, the harvesters would also tak\(/avorkmg cooperatively on sgveralter, heqllng their root systems and en-
r%l’OjeCtS, but threads of frustration andouraging new growth.

“The Timbisha people have

lived in our homeland forever ) t
o Mesquite trees were always a focatﬁ
and we will live here forever.

land and it is part of us. We
are people of the land. We
don’t break away from what time to clear away dead branches from i bal b
is part of us.” each treeThe Timbisha then collected P&" St connect many tribal members |n many ways, the mesquite trees
_ the fallen mesquite pods, grinding thenp. MeMOres of harsh treatment in thgnd theTimbisha Shoshone tribe share
Pauline Esteves ;.. o sweet flour and shaping it intd’@st. Even after accomplishing the vitay similar storyBoth have lived in the
Timbisha elder  cakes to take with them into the moungtcP Of securing a land base, Te- ey for centuries, their balanced
tains when the valley floor grew too hotP!Sha continue to struggle with the facjtestyies disrupted by the coming of for-
These cakes provided food througho%"at there are few prospects of economigy jnhabitants who crowded their land
the fall and wintersupplementing a diet evelopment in such a remote areéand took the water that had always been
of game and roasted pine nuts. In thigeSPite this challenge, the tribe is nowheirs. Both the native trees and native
way, the mesquites were not just a foodC"Structing & community center angheople endured pressure from newcom-
source, but part of the tritsereciprocal working on several projects to help reg g that tried to dominate the area, but

mortar & pestle with relationship with the land—the peoplemwgorate their cultural traditions. both survived the difficult conditions until
mesquite pods cared for the trees just as the trees pro-One of the most important of these ia time when theirimportance was again
vided for them. the MesquiteTraditional Use Pilot understoodAnd now with restored land

When the long string of gold seeker Project. The Iocal_ mesqwte_ populatiomf th_e_lr own to grow and the_ rev_lval of
, as been struggling ever since settletgaditional ways, both th@&imbisha
borax miners, and other desert explor;. : . .
diverted much of the water for domesShoshone and their mesquite trees will
ers began to cross DeaWalley after . S : : . L
tic use and irrigation of foreign datefind a way to thrive again in this changed

1849, theinVestward journeys forever . .
altered tha@imbisha Shoshongtradi- palms and tamarisk trees, leaving lessorld.

tional way of life. The ensuing story ofbehlnd for the native treess the area

disease, struggles for land, and hargff EIREE BIER T T RS R Shoshone basket
competition for resources is tragicall PP 9 9 0S11ONE Haske

familiar in earlyAmerican historyWWhen -
mining companies began digging in th f"""’}?f o

valley, they obtained legal rights to manﬁ;; o AR
important water sources that th *:l e
Timbisha had used for centuries. Soo i
the Pacific Coast Borax Company be
gan extracting minerals from the Fur
nace Creek area, forcing the tribe t
move from their traditional camping
area, and relocating them several timeg
to less desirable sites.

DeathValley became a national
monument in 1933, presenting additionak




They represent some of the diverse usarly silent films to more recent blocktected.
ers of Deatlvalley National Park. busters like g&rWars. Rock bands like  The Timbisha Shoshone Homeland

People from around the world appre©@sis and U2 have filmed music videog ¢t signed into law in 2000, provides
ciate Death/alley’s magnificent scen- @midst the otherworldly scene@are-  for the Timbisha Shoshoritribe to en- i
ery and wilderness resources. In 1984ully inspect television and magazine adgage in specific traditional activities
the United Nations designated DeatA"d You will regularly see shots fromyithin the park. Managing springs and
Valley as an International Biospherdhis and other national park areas.  megquite groves, and collecting plant
Preserve, recognizing it as an ecosys- Summer temperatures in Deathl- for basket making, food, and medicines
tem of unique biological importance ey regularly exceedl®® F (46°C), mak- are just a few of the ways the tribe hagu#
where harmonious relationships are prang it one of the hottest places in thdived here with this land for generations .’z ] oope
moted between humans and the enwvorld. The high temperatures draw A modern phenomenon over the *’F?E‘:
ron_ment.AIthough managed by thethose yvho want to chaIIeng_e the_mselv%%ape is the sight and sound of low leve MRz
United Sates, Deathlal]ey is a show- or their machines. Oyer thirty d'fferenﬁnilitary aircraft. The park is within a =
case where park officials from as facar makers test their new products Ifhilitary aircraft training area established
away as Hungary and Chile come t®@eathValley Computers are used toOy Congress where military pilots pracJ
share ideas about park managementmonitor cooling systems, brakes, trangjce techniques needed to avoid deted

Deathvalley’s protected environmentMissions, fuel systems, and, of coursgon by enemy radawhile the military
is very attractive to scientists for longfir conditioners. has agreed not to fly below 3000 fee
term study Geologists travel here to If heat stresses machines, considabove ground level over the old Deatt#
study alluvial fans, fault movementsthe runners that come here. Every Julyalley National Monument lands, their
groundwater systems, and its anciemtozens of ultramarathoners run fronplanes may be seen flying as low as 20
lake systems. Biologists seek knowledgBadwater to Moun®hitney This gru- feet in other parts of the park. :
about subterranean mollusks, rare plaeting 130-mile (210-kilometer) contest yes, Deattvalley National Park is
genetics, isolated lizard subspeciestarts at 282 feet (86 km) below segnjque; it contains diverse resources:
pupfish ecology and population dynamtevel and ends at the Mt. Whitneynat attract this diversity of park userss .
ics, specialized insects, and hot springailhead at 8,360 feet (2,548 m). ThWany of the unusual park uses requir
and salt crust algae. Other scientists ugenner of the year 2000 race finished i%pecial permits; this is to help ensurd®=4
the park to investigate global issues likpist 25 hours, 9 minutes, 5 seconds. that all that visit parklands will not dam-re

world climate change. Extraterrestrial Cows in a national park? It happenage them in any wa¥he park was cre-
connections include local ground testy, peathvalley National Park underated to protect the treasures it contair
ing of the Mars Rover and satellite réygry gpecial circumstances. family so that they will be around for future &
mote sensing techniques that can (g, grazed livestock here since the lagenerations to experience and to enjofikij
applied to other planets. 1800s. When part of that area was e

The wildly diverse scenery draws filmadded to the park in 1994, they were
crews and photographers. Dedthl- allowed to continue the historic use, en-

EducatorsWWe want to help you bring curriculum on pupfish and their environ“Cool Animals in a Hot Place”
your students to the paMk/e know that ment in English and in Spanish. OtheeFieldTrip, suitable for ages 8-12.
budgets ar'e tight and transportatipnurriculums are being created focusing you are interested in bringing a®
costs are high. Our staff is researchingn some of DeatNalley’s natural and group of students to Dealtalley Na-  #.Ed -
grants and other private funding to aseultural wondersyour inputis welcome tjonal Park or assisting with our curricu-%s

sist classroom visits. and extremely important. lum development, please contact Parl

And, we are developing curriculums Your classroom can also visit DeatiRanger Nancy Hadlock at (760)786-%
for you to use. Thanks to the efforts oValley National Park virtualllog on 3226.
local teachers, we have d /34t grade to www.nps.gov/deva to access the

Fertile Ground for Research
Ak,

Geologists have always loved Deattbatholiths, and metamorphic specialistarea. 8udies of the DeatWalley Fault | g
Valley. GK. Gilbert, a notable geolo- strive to reconstruct the tectonic settingone show that no major rupture hagi
gist who worked in the area in thein which many of DeatNalley’s rocks occurred in the last 2,000 years, indi
1870s, remarked that the rock formahave been deformed. Continuing recating that a significant earthquake ish :
tions were “beautifully delineated on thesearch also involves hydrological moninow likely. Recent results have alsogs
slopes of the distant mountains, reveakoring to ensure the safety of publishown that spreading rates Yaicca
ing at a glance relations that in a fertiledrinking watey to study groundwater Mountain are much higher than previ- &
country would appear only as the relevels and discharge rates, and to inously estimated, raising further concerns- .
sults of extended and laborious investiprove hydrologic models of the areaabout designating this site as a reposiz
gations.” In the modern dagcores of Other inquiries seek to solve mysterie®ry for high-level nuclear waste. ""_
earth scientists cqntinue to scour t_heuch as the movement of the reStleSSQuestions remain that will challenge
landscape, sea_rchlng for clues t.o reflnetonfes of Racetrack playa or the dyr)resent and future generations of ge=
our understanding of the geologic storynamics of crustal movement along th%logists. Because Deathlley National 4

Deathvalley contains a smgasbord e€nigmatic turtleback faults. Park has been preserved in a relatively;
of different rock types, offering hearty ~ A great deal of current research foundisturbed state, it provides rare opsg
dishes to suit the palate of a variety o€uses on the recent (Late Cenozoigortunities for researchers to study natu~f;==
geologists. For example, sedimentoloextensional deformation that has ocral systems. The region is geologically
gists are currently trying to understancturred in DeatlValley. Such work in- alive—as is the science that strives t
the formation of alluvial fans, while ig- cludes monitoring of contemporarycomprehend this dynamic landscape.
neous petrologists attempt to determinearthquake activity and determination of
the crystallization history of granitic slip rates on the numerous faults in the

from top:bristlecone pine; charcoal kilns; Little Bridge; rock mimulus;salt detail b



Day HIKES

Things to Know Before You Go

Before starting a hike, learn the current
conditions, water availability, and weather
forecasts. Backpackers should obtain a free
permit.

Always carry water. Two liters for a short
winter dayhike; 4 liters or more in the sum-
mer or for long hikes.

Constructed trails are rare in this park.
Trails are provided in places that are heavily
used and sensitive to damage. If a trail is
there, please use it. Most hiking routes in
the park are cross-country, up canyons, or
along ridges. Footing can be rough & rocky.

Hiking in low elevations can be dan-

gerous when it is hot. The high peaks can
be covered with snow in winter and
spring. The best time to hike in the park
is October to April.

Dogs and bicycles are not allowed on
trails or in the wilderness.

Trails & Routes

Golden Canyon Trail

Length: 1 mile, one-way.

Difficulty: easy

Start: Golden Canyon parking area, 2
miles south of Hwy 190 on Badwater Rd.

Description: Easy trail through colorful
canyon. Red Cathedral located Y2 mile
up canyon from last numbered marker.
Interpretive trail guides are available.

Gower Guich Loop
Length: 4 miles round-trip.
Difficulty: moderate

Start: Golden Canyon parking area, 2
miles south of Hwy 190 on Badwater Rd.
Description: Colorful badlands, canyon
narrows, old borax mines. Hike up Golden
Canyon to marker #10, then follow trail
over badlands and down Gower Gulch to
finish loop. Two easy dryfalls must be
scrambled down. Ask for Gower Gulch
handout at Visitor Center.

Natural Bridge Canyon

Length: > mile to natural bridge,
1 mile to end of canyon.

Difficulty: easy

Start: Natural Bridge parking area, 1.5

miles off Badwater Road on gravel road,
13.2 miles south of Hwy 190.

Description: Uphill walk through narrow
canyon. Large natural bridge at %2 mile.
Trail ends at dry waterfall.

Salt Creek Trail

Length: %2> mile round-trip.

Difficulty: easy

Start: Salt Creek parking area, 1 mile off
Hwy 190 on graded gravel road, 13.5 miles
north of Furnace Ck.

Description: Boardwalk along small
stream. Good for viewing rare pupfish
and other wildlife. Best in late winter/early
spring.

Sand Dunes
Length: 2 miles to highest dune.
Difficulty: easy to moderate

Start: 2.2 miles east of Stovepipe Wells
on Hwy 190.

Description: Graceful desert dunes, nu-
merous animal tracks. Walk cross-coun-
try to 100 ft. high dunes. Best in morning
or afternoon for dramatic light. Also good
for full moon hikes. No trail.

Salt flats at Badwater Basin

Mosaic Canyon
Length: /2 to 2 miles, one-way.
Difficulty: moderate

Start: Mosaic Canyon parking area, 2
miles from Stovepipe Wells Village on
graded gravel road.

Description: Popular walk up a narrow,
polished marble-walled canyon. First %2
mile is narrowest section. Some slickrock
scrambling necessary. “Mosaics” of frag-
ments of rocks cemented together can
be seen in canyon walls. Bighorn sheep
sighted occasionally.

Titus Canyon Narrows
Length: 1.5 miles, one-way.
Difficulty: easy
Start: Titus Canyon Mouth parking area,

3 miles off Scotty’s Castle Road on graded
gravel road.

Description: Easy access to lower Titus
Canyon. Follow gravel road up wash 1.5
miles through narrows or continue to Klare
Springs and petroglyphs at 6.5 miles.

Keane Wonder Mine Trail
Length: 1 mile, one-way.
Difficulty: strenuous

Start: Keane Wonder Mill parking area,
3 miles off Beatty Cutoff Road on graded
gravel road.

Description: Steep, narrow trail from mill
ruins to mine 1500' above. Sweeping
views of Death Valley. Do not enter any
mines - they are unstable and hazardous.
An alternative hike in the same area is to
Keane Wonder Spring at the base of the
mountians 1 mile north of the mill
trailhead.

Little Hebe Crater Trail
Length: /2> mile, one-way.
Difficulty: moderate

Start Ubehebe Crater parking area, 8 miles
west of Scotty’s Castle.

Description: Volcanic craters and elabo-
rate erosion. Hike along west rim of Ube-
hebe Crater to Little Hebe and several
other craters. Continue around Ubehebe’s
rim for 1.5 mile loop hike.

Death Valley Buttes
Length: 1.2 mile to top of first butte
Difficulty: strenuous

Start: Hell's Gate parking area on Day-
light Pass Road.

Description: Climb prominent buttes at
foot of the Grapevine Mountains. From
Hell's Gate, walk SW %2 mile to buttes.
Scramble up ridge to summit of first butte.

The second butte is more difficult and 0.7
mile further. Descend 300" to saddle,
then climb 500" to next summit. The ridges
are narrow and exposed with steep drop-
offs. No trail.

Fall Canyon
Length: 3 miles, one-way.
Difficulty: moderately strenuous

Start: Titus Canyon Mouth parking area,
3 miles off Scotty’s Castle Road on graded
gravel road.

Description: Spectacular wilderness can-
yon near Titus Canyon. Follow informal
path %2 mile north along base of moun-
tains, drop into large wash at
canyon's mouth, then hike 2%
miles up canyon to 35" dryfall.
You can climb around the
dryfall 300" back down canyon ™
on south side for access to best
narrows. Canyon continues another 3
miles before second dryfall blocks pas-
sage. No trall.

Summer Hikes

Dante's Ridge

Length: 2 miles to first summit, 4 miles
one-way to Mt. Perry

Difficulty: moderate
Start: Dantes View parking area
Description: Follow ridge north of Dantes
View for spectacular vistas and a cool

place to escape summer heat. No trail
for last 3.5 miles

Wildrose Peak Trail

Length: 4.2 miles, one-way.
Difficulty: moderately strenuous

Start: Charcoal Kilns parking area on up-
per Wildrose Canyon Road.

Description: A good high peak to climb
(9,064 ft.). Trail begins at north end of
kilns with an elevation gain of 2,200 ft.
Spectacular views beyond 2 mile point.
Steep grade for last mile.

Telescope Peak Trail
Length: 7 miles, one-way.
Difficulty: strenuous

Start: Mahogany Flat Campground at end
of upper Wildrose Canyon Road. Rough,
steep road after the Charcoal Kilns.

Description: Trail to highest peak in the
park (11,049 ft.) with a 3,000 ft. eleva-
tion gain. Climbing this peak in the win-
ter requires ice axe and crampons, and
only advised for experienced winter climb-
ers. Trail is usually snow-free by June.



PoINTSs OF [INTEREST

DeathValley National Park has 3.3 These are just a few of the most Before venturing out into the park, ..
million acres of desert and mountaingpopular points of interest in the parkstop at the visitor center or a ranger sta-—‘_,.‘..'v-ﬂ.f..__‘_ AR
making it the largest national park in thé/lost are easily accessible, but somigons to obtain your park permit, get a.rimaiiia e, .

contiguous United States. The possibilirequire hiking or a vehicle with highmap and to inquire about current road: :i!: 2

ties for discovery are endless! ground clearance.

v Golden Canyon: Hikers entering jagged spires. So incredibly serrated that Zabriskie Point: Surrounded by a -
the narrows of this canyon are greetetbnly the devil could play golf on suchmaze of wildly eroded and vibrantly col- =
by golden badlands withiAn interpre- rough links.” The unpaved road leadingred badlands, this spectacular view is

O ;
Furnace Creek Area S & Z)

tive pamphlet is availabl&wo-mile to it is often closed after rain.
round-trip walk.

cially photogenic in late afternoon light.a %2 mile walk.
The 9-mile paved road is one-way anq gagwater: Lowest point in tha\Vest-

is only drivable with vehicles less tharsrn Hemisphere, Badwater Basin is above the inferno of DeaWalley. The
surreal landscape of vast salt flags. Paved access road is opento all vehicles ~ -

25 feet in length.

v Devil's Golf Course:Immense area temporary lake may form here aftef€SS than 25 feet in length.
of rock salt eroded by wind and rain intdheavy rainstorms. Do not walk on the
salt flats in hot weather

Stovepipe Wells Area

v Sand Dunes:Tawny dunes smoothly
rising nearly 100 feet from Mesquite

Flat. Late afternoon light accentuates

the ripples and patterns while morning, e
is a good time to view tracks of noctur E.
nal wildlife. Moonlight on the dunes can ¥,
be magical, yet night explorers shoulc#a%
be alert for sidewinder rattlesnakes dur:
ing the warm season.

v Mosaic Canyon: Polished marble %
walls and odd mosaic patterns of brec:
cia make this small canyon a favoritei}. §
The twisting lower canyon is so narrow,
hikers must walk through it single-file.
Some rock scrambling is required. Thélg
canyon opens up after ¥2 mile to reve
the heights oT ucki Mountain, but hik-
ers can continue another 1% miles.

Titus Canyon Narows

v Natural Bridge: Massive rock spanPoint is a popular sunrise and sunsegiis 2

v Artist's Drive: Scenic loop drive across interesting desert canyon. THaewing location. The viewpoint is a
through multi-hued volcanic and sedispur road is gravel and often roughshortwalk uphill from the parking area.
mentary hills.Artist’s Palette is espe-From the trailhead, the natural bridge is Dante’s View: The most breathtak-

conditions. Enjoy your park. i

one of the park'most famous. Zabriskie

ing viewpoint in the park, this mountain- _1: L LR
top overlook is more than 5000 feet -¥ P )

v Salt Creek: This stream of salty @& . .4
water is the only home to a rare pupfish, .. *
Cyprinodon salinusSpringtime is best = 3,
for viewing pupfish; in summer the lower + ;2%
stream dries up and in winter the fishfa%
are dormant. The wooden boardwalk >
loops Y2 mile through stands of AWk
pickleweed and past pools reflecting;
badland hills. Wheelchair accessible. 3t

v Titus Canyon: One of the largest &
and most scenically diverse canyons in"-
the park Within its lofty walls visitors &
can find multi-colored volcanic depos- 3
its, a ghost town, Indian petroglyphs, big—-’@';
horn sheep, and deep, winding narrowsib-_‘.jn;a
Titus Canyon is accessible to high-clear -y

Those with standard vehicles may reach:- "
the canyors mouth from the westviaa -~ . °
two-way section of road. ot

Panamint Springs Area B i

v Father Crowley Vista: A landscape v Wildrose Charcoal Kilns: These v Lee Flat JoshuaTrees: The finest _':;:-" .

of dark lava flows and volcanic cindergen beehive-shaped structures are amostgnds of tree-sized yuccas in the park .t .‘.-;
abruptly gives way to the gash of Rainthe best preserved in the west. Built igrow in this mountain-rimmed valley '3 =3 .-

bow Canyon below this viewpoiml/alk 1876 to provide fuel to process silverTake the paved but rough Salivigley = .
the dirt track east of the parking lot fotead ore, they still smell of smoke todayRoad to a junction in Lee Flat. The..:

Valley.

Scotty’s Castle Area 4

v Scotty’'s Castle:Prospector “Death ders and dust settled, this 600 feet deep The Racetrack: Rocks mysteri- .
Valley Scotty” claimed this elaboratecrater remainedlthough easily visible ously slide across the dry lakebed of th

Spanish-style mansion was built by golfrom the paved road, hikers may wanRacetrack, leaving behind long tracks= s

from his fictitious mine. In realityt was to circle the crater rim to see smallefor visitors to pondeA high-clearance Zﬁ;

the 1920s vacation home of his wealthgraters.

friends.Today living history tours of the y Eyreka Dunes: Rising majestically Miles of rough dirt road, but ask at azs
castles richly furnished interior are givennea”y 700 feet, these are the higheEnger station for current road condi-8

by costumed park rangers.

dunes in California. Isolated from othefONS:

vehicle is needed to traverse the 27 ez

v Ubehebe Crater: More than 3000 dunes, they are an evolutionary island,
years ago the desert silence was sh&pme to rare and endangered species
tered by a massive volcanic explosionf plants and animal3o give them ex-
caused by the violent release of undetra protection, the dunes are off limits
ground steam pressure. When the cite sandboarding and horseback riding.

from top: Zabriskie Point; screwbean mesquite;’ 2
Natural Bridge; saltgrass; The Racetrack
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Tours of
Scotty’s Castle

v Hours of operation for Scotty’s
Castle and grounds vary season-
ally. Contact the castle at
760-786-2392 for current hours.

v Tickets are sold first come, first
served. Large groups are recom-
mended to make reservations.

v Living History Tours: 50 minute
tour of the interior of the main
house and annex by costumed
guides conducted as if the year is
1939. These tours are given at
least once an hour. ADA acces-
sible.

v Underground Mysteries Tour:
50 minute tour of the castle’s
basement, tunnels and Pelton
waterwheel. Presented 4 times
daily. This tour is not ADA
accessible.

Tour fees:
AdUlts .o $11.00
Age 62 or over ................ $9.00

Adults with a disability ..... $6.00
Children (6-15 years)........ $6.00
Childrenunder5 .............. free

Save $2 by buying tickets to both
types of tours during your visit.

ScotrTY’s CASTLE

A Monument To Friendship

Driving through Grapevine Canyon inlars in Scottys mine without receiving hound, called it his Castle.
the northern half of Deatffalley Na- a single gold nugget. Johnson became p|pert Johnson and Deatalley
tional Park you happen upon a Spanislsuspicious of Scotty and asked if h%cotty came from two very different
style castle that is definitely out of placeould come to DeatWalley to see the places with very different backgrounds.

in this desolate landscap@u rub your gold mine for himself. Under normal circumstances, their paths
eyes wondering if you have just seen a scotty was only planning on havingnight never have crossedet these
desert mirageWell, your eyes aret’ j5hnson around for a couple of weekspolar opposites had two things in com-
tricking you; this opulent enclave isyt he stayed in Deattalley for an mon: a love of the desert and the joy of
Deatfvalley Ranch, though most peoplé,ntire month. The desert climate andpending time in each othecompany
know it as Scottys CastleThough it yigorous activity improved many of Mr. Johnson treasured the friendship he
may look like just a mansion, there igohnsors health problems. But perhap$iad with Scotty more any money he may
evidence of an amazing friendship scajne most captivating aspect of Deathave lost in their adventures together
tered throughout the ranch complex. \/ajiey was Scotty himself. Exploring theclaiming, “Scotty repaid me in laughs.”
Deathvalley Scotty was borWalter desert togethe6cotty and Johnson be-Johnson and Scotty had a unique asso-
Scott in Cynthiana, Kentucky in 1872gan a friendship that would last the reeiation where friendship and a good story
When he wasIlyears old, he left homemainder of their livefAlbert and his wife trumped the importance of money and
and headed to Nevada where he fourRessie enjoyed their repeated visits to the truth. Scottys
work as a horse wrangler with his oldeDeathValley so much that they decided i Castle is a monu-
brothers. He lived the life of a cowboyto build a vacation home in Grapevine . 7.3 Ji ment to that
until he was 17 years old when he waSanyon.They named it DeatNalley St friendship.
recruited for the Buffalo Bill traveling Ranch but Scottyever the publicity - AR y
Wild West showHe performed as a i
roughrider and sharp shooter with the
show for 12 seasons, but when he

showed up late to the opening day pa "
rade in Newyork City Buffalo Bill was %

not pleased. The resulting disagreement 2. [
led Scotty to quit the showcotty then :
turned to mining speculation as a ne
source of income. He claimed he had
gold mine in DeatWalley and convinced

several wealthy businessmen to inve
in it. Albert Johnson, the president of !

the National Life Insurance Company: :£ """L'_
in Chicago invested thousands of do _“'"

Living History Tour

A trip through Scottyg Castle is a the Main House andnnex portions of Point and Scottg grave.
memorable part of any visit to Deattthe Castle each hour from May to Oc- The National Park Service needs
Valley. Living HistoryTours are led by tober and more frequently from NovemyOur help to protect the buildings and
park rangers dressed in 1930s attire whier toApril. Buy your tickets at the ticket furnishings. Be sure to bring your flash
take you back in time to the year 193%ffice upon your arrival to ensure youicgmeras, but please leave your tripods,
You can see intricate details of the irorspot on the next available programpackpacks, and water bottles in your
work, hand-carved California redwoodWhile you wait, the grounds of thevehicle. Food, liquids, gum and tobacco
clothes worn by Scotty and theCastle are open for exploratioviou products are all prohibited in the Castle.
Johnsons as well as original furnituremay explore the desert environment 0Bjaase do not touch anything inside the
You will discover some of the amenities: hike througfTie Canyon or take a stroll castle as skin oils and detergent can ir-
that made the Castle a truly uniquep to the stables where you will findreyersibly damage the irreplaceable
home.You experience nearly all of theweather-beaten cars that the Johnsopg;seum objects found throughout the
opulently furnished rooms inside theand Scotty owned‘ou can walk over p4,se With your help, Scotty Castle
house including the Upper Music Roonto the power house to find generatorgi; pe here for future generations to
where you will be treated to the soundand a Pelton water wheel used to premjoy
of a 1,121 pipe theater organ. Everyide power for the entire Castle com-
day rangefled tours take visitors insideplex.Another trail leads you up Windy

; Underground Mysteries Tour

Visitors who tour the interior of The intricate one-quarter mile of tunwindows can imagine how the swim-
Scottys Castle walk away with diversenels beneath the Castle contain the hisiing pool might have appeared had it
ideas about the Casttesignificance. toric utilities, including a battery roombeen completed. The ranger will also

: '-:1* One of the most surprising is thatvhere energy was stored for latter usehow visitors how the National Park

Scottys Castle is a technological mysPrior to 1964, electricity was primarily Service is preserving and protecting the
tery of self sufficiency and comfort. produced by a hydro-electric poweKCastle for the enjoyment of future gen-
Underground Mysteries tours are no_zglant, ran by wate_r from a spring Iocat_eérations.

just for engineers or the mechanically? UPPer Grapevine Canyon. The his- ynderground Mysteries tours are an
inclined. Most visitors are in awe oftoric utilities provided Castle resident§pieresting alternative for visitors who
what lies beneath the Castle. Guided byith contemporary amenities and physinaye already attended a living history
Castle tourFor the first time visitqr
tors into the Castle basement, through a Historic tiles are stored in the tunnelsgombining both tours makes for a com-
maze of tunnels, and into the Powelincluding the swimming pool tile¥isi- plete Castle experience. Underground
house. tors standing before the pool viewindgVlysteries tours are nBDA accessible.

Scottys Castle chimes tower




What is Wilderness? Death Valley
wilderness facts:

“1f future generations are to re- he tangible resources of wilderness—

let nature prevail. In wilderness, natur : . :
. . i ' “habitat for wildlife, free flowing streams,
member us with gratitude rather - processes are the primary force acting,ersheds, biological diver g:'(;ultural v DeathiValley was protectec as a
, 9 S national monument in 1933 and re-

than contempt, we must leave upon the land, and the developments Qlyitacts and historic structures—but designated a national park in 1994

them something more than the Modem technological society are subg . e intangible “benefits of an en- .

iacl ¢ technol W stantially unnoticeable. during resource of wilderness.” v DeathValley is the lagest Na-
miracles of technology. We must ' tional Park in the lower 48 states.
v About 95% of Deativalley Na-

dezzaév&?lzg]rii:?s?rthfggt;?gf ?ﬁgg: d The diverse benefits of wilderness
as it was in the bedginning . . .” _ vary according _to the individual Who_ . . : .
. g 9 was to preserve wilderness and the W'!:ontemplates wilderness or seeks aWII_tlonal Park is designated wilderness.
President ndon B. Johnson, derness experience for future generge, oo experienciilderness areas ¥ The National Park Service man-
upon signing the tions. But, Why d|CAmer|0anS feel the rovide Opportunities for phySical and ages more designated wilderness
WildermessAct, 1964 need to preserve wilderness for fuwr%ental challenge, self-reliance, and soli- @creage than any other land man-

generations? tude.As a haven from the pressures of @gement agency in the U.S.A.
Wilderness is a word of many mean- Citizens realized that even thoughinodern societywilderness can inspire v California has the most designated
ings. From a place to be feared to wild lands were protected as a nationgersonal renewal, artistic expression, wilderness acreage in the lower 48
place to be revered, wilderness capark or national forest, humans couldnd the opportunity to explofemeri-  states, about 13.7% of the state is
evoke images of wild animals, cascadkstill affect the landscape in ways thagan heritage. Some people appreciatewilderhess.
ing streams, jagged mountains, vast pratiminished its natural qualltle'EheWII- wilderness from afaroveﬂooking ex-
ries, or immense deserts. For individudernessAct was a response to publigoansive vistas of wild lands from a road-
als, wilderness can mean physical chatoncern that wild areas be protecteside or simply by imagining wilderness
lenge, grand vistas, solitude, communityyermanently by laynot subject to the areas in their minds.
renewal, or respite from a complex techyiscretion of agencies or administrations. Wilderness was passed on to us by L
nological society | This desire for permanent protection ig, yiviquals, known and unknown, who ey
On September 3, 1964, Presiderieard in the opening words of él- 04 1o preserve their dream, gk
Lyndon B. Johnson signed tii¢ilder- dernessAct. Congress declared: HlnAmerican dream, of public lands pro-f_‘”ﬁ_; :
nessAct. This law states: “Awilder Order to assure that an increasing pOPlscied by law to be forever wild, The &
ness, in contrast with those areas whel@ion, accompanied by expanding settles,i o author of thavildernessict i
man and his own works dominate thgentand growing mechanization, doe§\yarq zahniserstated: “The wilder
landscape, is hereby recognized as &@t occupy and modify all areas within, . o 4, -+ has come to us from the eter-
area where the earth and its commdbe United States...leaving no lands deﬁ'ity of the past we have the boldness to

n|ty of life are untrammeled by man...."ignated for preservation and prOteCtiOBroject into the eternity of the future.”

The worduntrammeledtaptures the in their natural conditiqn, it is hereby ] ) ]
essence of wilderness Sinﬁply out yrdeclared to be the policy of the Con- Wilderness areas fefr glimpses into :
trammeled means “free of constraint of/€SS {0 secure for thenerican people :ge ?a;St o provide places fo envisian §
: e future.
unhindered.”Wilderness areas aref! Present and future generations the'™ . _
. . i i ilteprinted from an National Park Service
places where a conscious decision h%%?ﬁé';ssef an enduring resoliree of wil e et o o otin

been made by themerican people to

Wit DEatH VAILLEY

leave them a glimpse of the world

TheWildernes#\ct protects not only

Keep Wildlife Wild

The coyote is the icon of wildness irFeeding wild animals habituates themNational Park Service does not relocate
most desert parks. When we see a coip humans and our food. Coyotes losanimals at DeatWalley.
ote eating from peoples hands, roamintheir natural fear of humans and can be- However the problem still exists and
picnic areas and waiting roadside focome aggressive when food is not forthy, ore drastic measures are being taken.
handouts we lose a lot of that wild exeoming or if they feel cornered orcyrrent policy in DeatWalley National .
perience we originally came to the parkhreatened. This poses a hazard to thgyk is to haze the habituated animal by *. . *™.
to enjoy visitor. Coyotes can inflict serious biteinflicting mild pain to deter the coyote ‘ |

Coyotes are both scavengers antfounds and have the potential to carfyom returning to the site and break it of ™,
predators and—like human beings—fabies. Small children and pets coulgls pegging behavioronly a selected R
would rather take the easy way ou?€come targets of hungry or angry coyhumber of well trained National Park =~ «.. " =
They will eat at any opportunityvhen Otes.n addition, when a visitor stops ingervice employees are allowed to con- < =
visitors offer food, coyotes will gladly the road to feed or photograph a coyoigct these activities. Under no circum-
take it. Deathalley National .. the visitor and coyote both become trakiances should you, the visitengage
Park is their home; they beg#:, fic hazards. in wildlife hazing.

Iong here, but feeding WiId An oft p(_)sed guestion Although unpleasant, hazing is better
animals does not. In ¥+ torangers s, "Why don't {nan the final alternative, euthanasia. In
fact, itis illegal. you just trap and relocate theyrder to protect the visitors and end the

The law is in- animal?” When you relocatecycle of habituated animals many parks
tended to protect_-3#4 a coyote you are placing ithaye euthanized animals. It is not an
park resources - i in the territory of another ity that any park employee wants

and people. coyote. One of the 5 yndertake.
: themwillend upina

marginal habitat
and could starve.
w» As long as visi-
tors are feeding coy-
otes, the animad’“pre-

ferred” habitat is where
the visitors are. If relo-

A begging coyotgbehavior is not the
animals’ fault. It is doing what comes
easiest, but that is not always the most
healthful. Even with the Park Service;
taking the above measuresQU are
the most important link in solving thi
problem. Please help us keep our wil
life wild and alive by not feeding any o

" cated, the coyote will at- ) : .
tempt to return and maythe wild ammals in Deattalley or any
other National Park.

starve or be hit by an automobile
during the journeyFor these reasons

left: coyote with prey right: blue-eyed grass, dragonfl§ yerba mansa
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The Best Time to Visit

DeathValley National Park is usu- v Springtime is the most popular time scope andVildrose Peaks are at their
ally considered a winter park, but it igo visit Deathvalley. Besides warm and best in summebut it is best to wait until
possible to visit here all yeaWhen is sunny days, the possibility of spring wild-autumn for most other hikes.

the best time to visit? It all depends oflowers is a big attraction. If the previ-

what you're looking far ous winter brought rain, the desert can

v Autumn arrives in late Octobenith ~Puton animpressive floral displajsu-  Jemperatures

warm but pleasant temperatures arfdl!y Péaking in late March to earypril.

generally clear skies. The camping se&n€ck our website for wildflower up- Average Max ~ Average Min
son begins in fall and so do the Rang(gates. Spring break for schools througt];muary 65°F/ 18°C  39°F/ 4°C

Programs, which continue througtput the westbrings families and students . i s
spring. Although it is relatively un- to the park from the last week of Marcfyebruary 72°F/22°C - ABF/EC

crowded at this time of yeahe weeks through the week after East€amp- March 80°F/27°C  53°F/12°C

leading up to DeatNalley ‘49ers En- gro;md; and lodging are usually packeg, ; 90°F/32°C  62°F/ 17°C
campment (second week in Novembeftt :t ‘zlme, so reservations are recorrR/-Iay 00/ 375 71°F J 225
and theThanksgiving holiday are busy mended.

v Winter has cool days, chilly nights Y Summer starts early in Deatifal- s s
and rarely rainstormsWith snow cap- '€y. By May the valley is too hot for July M5°F/46°C 887F/31°C
ping the high peaks and low angled winM0st visitors, yet throughout the hottestugust 113°F / 45°C  85°F / 29°C
ter light, this season is especially beauf?oNths, visitors from around the worldy o 1060k s 215c  75°F / 24°C
ful for exploring the valleyThe period still flock to the park. Lodging and camp-

after Thanksgiving and before Christmal'd are available, butonly the most hard9d0ber
is the most uncrowded time of the entir@/ll want to camp in the low elevationsNovember  76°F/24°C  48°F/9°C

year Peak winter visitation periods in-In the summerMost summer Visitors pecember ~ 65°F/ 19°C  39°F/ 4°C

clude Christmas to Newears, Martin fOur by car to the main points of interest o i
Luther King Day weekend in Januan!ond the paved roads but do little els& Record High: 134°F /57°C July 1913

and Presidents Day weekend in Febrgue to the extreme heat. Those wan® Record Low: 15°F /-9°C January 1913
ary. Reservations will be helpful. ing to hike will find the trails tdele- Official weather station at Furnace Creek.

June 109°F / 43°C 80°F / 27°C

92°F/33°C  62°F/ 16°C

Useful Books & Maps

The Deatlvalley Natural HistonAssociation is a non-profit ganization dedicated to providing visitors to Dedliey
National Park with a quality educational experience. These suggested offerings from our publications were chosen to |
you plan your visit and make the most of the time you spend in Daldy. Prices may change without notice.

v A Traveler's Guide to DeathVal- v DeathValley SUVTrails (Mitchell) v Death Valley National Park Map

ley National Park (Lawson) Beauti- This is a fourwheelets guide to 46 in- (Trails lllustrated-National Geographic

ful color photographs, informative textteresting back road excursions in thtaps) Waterproof, tearproof, 100%

and maps organized into chapters dgreater DeatWalley Region. 314 pages.plastic topographic map. Included

scribing areas of the park to visit in on&19.95 backcountry road descriptions, trails/

day 42 pages. $8.95 v Death Valley National Park Guide routes, and safety tips. $9.95

v Best Easy Day Hikes: DeathVal- Map (Automobile Club of Southern Cali-

ley (Cunningham & Burke) Includesfornia) A detailed map including points Death Valley

concise descriptions and simple mapsf interest, lodging and restaurants, Natural

of 23 short, easy-to-follow routes withincampgrounds, supplies and services with_ . B ol

the park. 120 pages. $6.95 descriptions. $4.95 HIStOI'y R

v Hiking Death Valley: A Guide to v Southern Nevada & DeathValley Association

its Natural Wonders and Mining Past Area Map (California SateAutomo- — p5 gox 188

(Digonnet)A comprehensive guidebookbile Association)A map covering the

providing 280 hiking/driving destinationsarea from Lasvegas to the Southern Death Valley, CA 92328

ranging from easy day hikes to multipleSierra Nevada. Includes Deathlley, 1-800-478-8564

day treks. 542 pages. $19.95 Lak_e Mead, Sequoia-Kings Canyon and devahstry@aol.com
Mojave Preserve. $4.95
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Nearby National Park Areas

CaI ifornia v Sequoia-Kings Canyon Nat'l. Parks Arizona

v Death Valley National Park izzggs:jf
760-786-3200 '
nps.gov/deva

v Grand Canyon National Park
. . 928-638-7888

v Yosemite National Park nps.gov/grca
209-372-0200

v Devils Postpile National Monument nps.goviyose v Pipe Spring

760-934-2289 National Monument
nps.gov/depo Utah 928-643-7105

v Joshua Tree National Park v Bryce Canyon National Park nps.gov/pisp
760-367-5500 435-834-5322 Nevada

nps.govijotr nps.gov/brea v Lake Mead NationalRec. Area

v Manzanar National Historic Site v Cedar Breaks National Monument 702-293-8990

Nps.gov/manz nps.gov/cebr v Great Basin National Park

v Mojave National Preserve v Zion National Park 775-234-7331
760-733-4040 435-772-3256

_ : nps.gov/grba
nps.gov/moja nps.gov/zion

coyote melon



VISITOR SERVICES

Furnace Creek Visitor Center
(760) 786-3200

The Visitor Center is operated by the National Park Service. Open 8am-5pm daily.
The Death Valley Natural History Association (a non-profit organization) operates the bookstore.

Visit our Website at:
nps.gov/deva

v Museum v Orientation Programs

v Bookstore v Ranger Talks

v Information v Evening Programs

Furnace Creek Inn & Ranch
(760) 786-2345

Furnace Creek Inn & Ranch is privately owned and managed by Xanterra Parks & Resorts.

v Motel Gas/Diesel 24 HOUrR W/ CREDIT CARD

v v Paved Airstrip
v Restaurants and Bars v Tire Repair & Towing v Borax Museum
v General Store v Propane 8awm - 4prm v Horse & Carriage Rides
v ATM v Showers v Golf Course
v Gift Shops v Laundromat v Tennis Courts
v Swimming Pools v Post Office

Scotty’s Castle
(760) 786-2392

Scotty’s Castle is operated by the National Park Service. Living History tours are offered by park rangers. Hours vary seasonally.
The concession is operated and managed by Xanterra Parks & Resorts.

v Daily Tours of Castle Tour fees: Living History Tours: Tour of the
v Self-guided Walking Trails AUHS e $11.00 interior of the main house and annex
by costumed guides conducted as if
v Museum ﬁgelfz olf[;)vedrl b|t ............... izgg the year is 1939,
ults with a disability ............ )
v Bookstore hild y Underground Mysteries Tour:
v Gift Shop and Snack Bar Children (6-15 years).............. $6.00 Tour of the castle’s basement,
Childrenunder5 .................... free

v Gas Station 9am-5prm tunnels and Pelton waterwheel.

Stovepipe Wells

(760) 786-2387

Stovepipe Wells Village is a park concession, operated and managed by Xanterra Parks & Resorts.

v Motel v Convenience Store v Showers
v Restaurant & Bar v Gift Shop v Paved Airstrip
v RV Hook-ups v ATM v Ranger Station

v Gas Station 24 Hour W/ CREDIT CARD v Swimming Pool

Panamint Springs
(775) 482-7680

Panamint Springs Resort is privately owned and operated.

v Motel
v Restaurant

v Campground v Showers

v RV Hook-ups v Gas Station 24 Hour W/ CREDIT CARD

Medical Services Auto Repair

v Beatty Clinic v Furnace Creek Chevron:
Beatty, NV (775) 553-2208 AAA Towing Service (24 hour)

v Pahrump Urgent Care Facility v California: Baker, Bishop, Lone
Pahrump, NV (775) 727-6060 Pine, Ridgecrest

v Death Valley Health Center
Shoshone, CA (760) 852-4383

v Southern Inyo Co. Hospital Lone
Pine, CA (760) 876-5501

v Nye County Medical Center
Tonopah, NV (775) 482-6233

Join the National Park Service, Xanterra
Parks & Resorts, U.S. Postal Service and
Timbisha Shoshone Tribe by recycling.

Look for recycling bins at the
campgrounds, visitor center, ranger

v Nevada: Beatty, Pahrump, Tonopah : :
stations, post office and hotels.

Interdenominational Christian Worship
on Sundays at 9:00 awm at the Furnace
Creek Visitor Center Auditorium.

v Paper: mixed paper, including
magazines, books, & newspapers

v Aluminum cans: please crush

v Glass containers: please rinse

v Plastic bottles: remove caps, rinse
& crush
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Furnace Creek Innwta’r .
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Kids!

You can become a

Junior
Ranger!

Want to have fun while exploring
DeathValley? You can become a
Junior Ranger with th&unior
Ranger bookletthat can be picked
up at any Deattvalley National
ParkVisitor CenterJust complete
the right number of activities for
your age and get your booklet signed
by a Park RangetUpon comple-
tion of your booklet and after recit-
ing the Junior Ranger pledge, you
will receive your Junior Ranger
badge.

Why not join a Park Ranger for
a Junior Ranger Program and
receive a certificate? During the
fall, winter or spring, stop by\si-
tor Center at Furnace Creek or
Scottys Castle to check on avail-
ability, times, and locations. Present
your Junior Ranger certificate or
completed Junior Ranger booklet at
any Visitor Center bookstore and
you can purchase a special Junior
Ranger patch for a small fee. What
a great way to explore Deatfal-
ley!
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DEATH VALLEY NATIONAL

It is unsafe &
against the law
to feed wild animals.

Park Entrance Fee
vehicle (non-commercial):  $20
motorcycle/bicycle: $10

To Tonopah
and Reno

All visitors to Death Valley National Park
must pay an entrance fee or present a
National Parks Pass, Golden Eagle,
Golden Age or Golden Access Pass.

To pay the park entrance fee, stop at a
Visitor Center, Ranger Station, or auto-
mated fee machine.
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Articles & Information:
National Park Service Staff

Illustrations:
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